
Like Precious Faith

I Believe The Bible Is God's Word

2 Peter 1.16-21

[Illustration: A Good Answer]

[A New Hebrides chieftain sat peacefully reading the Bible, when he was 

interrupted by a French trader. "Bah," he said in French, "why are you reading the 

Bible? I suppose the missionaries have got hold of you, you poor fool. Throw it 

way! The Bible never did anybody any good."]

[Replied the chieftain calmly, "if it wasn't for this Bible, you'd be in my kettle

there by now!"]

[Why do you believe the Bible is God's Word?]

I believe the Bible is God's Word because it a reliable collection of historical 

documents written down by eyewitnesses during the lifetime of other 

eyewitnesses; they report to us supernatural events that took place in 

fulfillment of specific prophecies and claim that their writings are divine 

rather than human in origin.1

A.  The Collection of the Word of God - From Eyewitnesses

[1.  The Details of the collection.]

• [63 Books]

• [40 Penmen]

• [1500 years]

• [Three continents – During a time when communication was limited.]

[2.   The Descriptions given in the collection (vs 16) - "We did not follow cunningly

devised fables . . ." - They record historical facts]

[Not fables, No fairy tales, but historical facts]
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[Not the Gilgamesh Epic.  But historical empirical facts.]

[3. The Decisiveness in the Collection (vs 16; Luke 1.1-4; John 1.1-4,14; 1 John 

1.1-4; 1 Cor 15.3-8) - ". . . But were eye witnesses of His majesty." - By 

eyewitnesses.]

• [Without a doubt - They saw him with

their own eyes.  They recorded what they

had actually seen.]

[Luke 1:1-4 Forasmuch as many have

taken in hand to set forth in order a

declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us, 2Even 

as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were 

eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; 3It seemed good to me also, 

having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write 

unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, 4That thou mightest know 

the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed. ]

• [With determination - They walked with Him, talked with Him, and were 

taught by Him.]

[John 1:1-4 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2The same was in the beginning with God. 3All 

things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was

made. 4In him was life; and the life was the light of men. ]

[John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we

beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 

grace and truth. ]

[1 John 1:1-4 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, 

which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our 

hands have handled, of the Word of life; 2(For the life was manifested, and 

we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, 

which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 3That which we 

have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have 

Like Precious Faith
I Believe The Bible Is God's Word
2 Peter 1.16-21

A. The Collection of the Word of God - 
From Eyewitnesses

      1. The Details of the Collection
      2. The Descriptions in the Collection
      3. The Decisiveness in the Collection

 Luke 1.1

 John 1.1

1 John 1.1



fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his 

Son Jesus Christ. 4And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be 

full. ]

• [With Discrimination - There were

many who could refute or support the

veracity of the written record and it was

substantiated. Eyewitnesses among

eyewitnesses.]

[1 Cor. 15:3-8 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also 

received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4And

that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the 

scriptures: 5And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 6After that,

he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater 

part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 7After that, he was

seen of James; then of all the apostles. 8And last of all he was seen of me

also, as of one born out of due time. ]

B. The Corroboration of the Word of God

[Three levels of conspiracy,]

1. [The Manuscripts - over 6,000 Manuscripts

or parts of manuscripts that date to within 50

years of their original.]

• [Aristotle's Poetics - 5 manuscripts,

1400 years of separation.]

• [Julius Caesar's Gallic Wars - 10 manuscripts, written 900 years after the 

original.]

• [The writings of Herodotus - less than 10 manuscripts]

2. [The Translations - over 11,000 copies of translations in three different 

languages (Syriac, Latin, Coptic)]

1 Cor 15.3
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3. [The Lectionaries - Over 7,000 commentaries that contain over 95 % of the 

biblical text [according to Bruce Metzger] written within 120 years of the original 

manuscripts.]

C.  The Confirmation of the Word of God

1.  [Supernatural Events (2 Pet 1.17) - "For he

received from God the Father honour and glory,

when there came such a voice to him from the

excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in

whom I am well pleased."]

[Not just super human events, but supernatural

events.  Things that only God could do.]

• [Jesus walked on water, turned water to wine, caused the blind to see]

• [Jesus was transfigured on the Mount and the voice of God was heard (vs 

18).]

• [Jesus died and then arose from the grave.]

2.  [Specific prophecies (Psalm 22) - Not general and vague like those of 

Nostradomis.]

• [77 major and very specific prophecies.]

• [270 ramifications.]

• [The crucifixion is prophesied (c. 1000 B.C.) in graphic detail in Psalm 22.]

• [Jesus cry upon the cross (vs 1)]

• [Jesus Despised (vs 6-8)]

• [Jesus Birth (vs 9-10)]

• [Jesus Bones and Heart (vs 11-14)]
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• [Jesus Hands and Feet (vs 16)]

• [Jesus Scourging (vs 17)]

• [Jesus Garments (vs 18)]

3. [A Supernatural (Divine) Orientation (2 Pet

1.21; 2 Tim 3.16-17) - ". . . Moved by the Holy

Ghost"]

[The Bible claims an immortal authorship rather

than a mortal authorship.]

[It was written by God rather than men.]

[2 Tim. 3:16-17 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17That the 

man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. ]

[Illustration: The Infallible Chart - A ship's mate once challenged a chaplain 

with the question, "How is it that you are always talking to my men about Jesus 

Christ? Did you ever see Him?" "No, I never did." "Then how can you tell a man

to trust in someone you have never seen? I can't see any sense in that." "Well," 

replied the chaplain, "when you head for a place of refuge in a storm, what sense 

is there in telling your men to let go the anchor when they cannot see the ground? 

On what principle do you trust your ship and your life to ground you have never 

seen and never can see?" "Oh," said the mate, "we go by our chart." "Exactly," 

replied the chaplain, holding up his Bible, "and I, too, go by a chart, and it is an 

infallible one, while yours is not. It tells me of the only sure ground of my 

salvation-the atoning work of Christ upon the cross. My faith, like your anchor, 

takes hold of this unseen but real ground, and so rides out the storm of life in 

peace and safety."]

[An indwelling illumination (2 Pet 1.19; John 14.26; 1 Cor 2.9-10) - "We have 

also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as 

unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star 

arise in your hearts:"]
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[The Holy Spirit within us brings the written Word alive in us so that it becomes 

the living Word within us.]

[John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 

send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 

remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. ]

[The Holy Spirit teaches the deep things contained within God's Word.

[1 Cor. 2:9-10 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 

entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that

love him. 10But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit 

searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. ]

[I believe the Bible is God's Word because it a reliable collection of historical 

documents written down by eyewitnesses during the lifetime of other eyewitnesses; 

they report to us supernatural events that took place in fulfillment of specific 

prophecies and claim that their writings are divine rather than human in origin.] 
[Voddie Baucham, 2005 SBC Pastor's Conference, Session 1]
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